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vWA spring Gathering 

at the Big sur Lodge in 

Pfeiffer Big sur state Park
 

EVENTS

■  Molera Wilderness Legislation introduced, then Withdrawn   

■  Youth in Wilderness Program underway   

■  An inspirational Western Wilderness conference 

■  Milpitas special interest Area update 

■  King city Fifth Grade science camp

■  Kafka on Jeffers at the Winter Gathering 

■  vWA volunteer Profile – Jean and Philippe LeBlanc

■  trails Projects update – cone Peak and turner creek

Join our new and improved Forum at the VWA website, www.ventanawild.org. Click on “Forums” under the Search field.

P
ho

to
:  

R
ic

ha
rd

 P
op

ch
ak

P
ho

to
: M

ik
e 

H
ea

rd

C A L  P O LY,  S A N  L U I S  O B I S P O        BLDG. 26 SUITE 212-A       805.756.1140

U N I V E R S I T Y  G R A P H I C  S Y S T E M S  is a printing enterprise completely managed and operated by students. 
PrINted BY

I n s i d e  t h i s  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  V e n t a n a  W i l d e r n e s s  W a t c h

Molera Wilderness Legislation 
Introduced, then Withdrawn   
           

The mission of the 

is to protect, preserve, 

and restore the wilderness 

qualities and biodiversity 

of the public lands 

within California’s northern 

Santa Lucia mountains 

and Big Sur Coast. 

In February 2010, Assemblymember Bill Monning 
(CA 27) introduced legislation to designate 
approximately 920 acres of the Andrew Molera 
State Park backcountry as a State Wilderness.  
Following a public meeting in Big Sur in late March, 
Monning withdrew the legislation. At that meeting 
some Big Sur residents expressed concern that 
wilderness designation would make the area less 
safe from wildfires.

Assemblymember Monning’s April 6, 2010 letter 
announcing the withdrawal states in part:

A wilderness designation only affects state lands, 
not private lands, and the portion of the State Park 
that would be designated as wilderness does not 
adjoin any private land. Additionally, the designation 
of wilderness does not preclude motorized equip-
ment from coming into the area for fire fighting 
purposes, and measures can be taken, as neces-
sary, to control fire, insects, and diseases, subject 
to the conditions established by the state agency 
having jurisdiction. The acreage to be designated 
is also adjacent to the federal Ventana Wilderness 
Area and would complement federal protection in 
the immediate vicinity.

Monning’s letter continued:

I also want to acknowledge the work that members 
of the Ventana Wilderness Alliance (VWA) have 
invested to enhance and protect California’s state 
wilderness areas. I fully expect and encourage 
members of the VWA to continue to work with all 
community members to address concerns and to 
promote the vision and objective of keeping exist-
ing wilderness areas free from encroachment and 
protected for future generations. It is my belief that 
the wilderness area of Andrew Molera State Park is 
worth protecting.

Following the March meeting and discussions with 
the Assemblymember, VWA president Tom Hopkins 
expressed disappointment with the decision and 
offered that, “The VWA will continue to work with 
the local and regional communities to resolve any 
factual issues with the Molera Wilderness proposal 
and will look forward to its reintroduction in 2011 
and subsequent enactment.”

Readers are encouraged to contact Assembly-
member Monning and voice support for the Molera 
Wilderness. More information can be found at:  
www.ventanawild.org/advocacy/wilderness.  ■
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Proposed Molera Wilderness Map.
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Once again, VWA members and guests rallied 
to a Winter Gathering at the UC MBEST Center 
in Marina on Saturday, January 30th, 2010.  
The program included a hike on the adja-
cent Fort Ord Natural Reserve led by expert 
naturalist Bruce Delgado. Displays highlighted 
a number of VWA stewardship and advo-
cacy projects and inspired attendees to get 
involved. As is customary, the VWA provided a 
delicious catered lunch, skillfully prepared by 
Marina’s very own Wild Thyme Deli.

The featured presentation was delivered by 
Robinson Jeffers scholar Rob Kafka. Mr. Kafka 
guided Ventanaphiles on a cathartic journey 
through Jeffers Country and beyond. Historic 
photographs accentuated powerful readings 
of poems invoking backcountry locales like 
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Kafka on Jeffers at the Winter Gathering
Ventana Creek, the Little Sur River, and “noble 
Pico Blanco, steep sea-wave of marble.” Most 
captivating of all was the closing verse, read 
from  Bixby’s Landing- “Wine-hearted solitude, 
our mother the wilderness, men’s failures are 
often as beautiful as men’s triumphs, but your 
returnings are even more precious than your 
first presence.”

The gathering concluded with the presenta-
tion of a plaque to former California Assem-
blymember John Laird. John was honored 
as a “Wilderness Champion” by the VWA to 
commemorate passage of AB 2945 and the 
subsequent establishment of the Limekiln 
State Park Wilderness on September 30, 2008.  
The honorarium featured a Tom Killion 
woodblock print and conveyed the VWA’s 
tremendous appreciation of Mr. Laird’s efforts 
in shepherding this important legislation 
through the State Assembly.  ■

Photo Caption Left: Former State Assemblymember John 
Laird was presented with a plaque at the Winter Gathering 
honoring him as a “Wilderness Champion.” VWA President 
Tom Hopkins at right. 

Photo Caption Right: Trail workers don Tyvek suits to 
protect against poison oak.

Turner Creek 
Trail Project 
Recently, the VWA led an important project in 
the northwestern corner of the Ventana 
Wilderness. Utilizing grant money secured 
from the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park 
District (MPRPD), the VWA hired a professional 
crew to rehabilitate the Turner Creek trail 
April 22-26. This trail links designated 
wilderness to regional parklands which in 
turn border the Big Sur community on Palo 
Colorado Road near “The Hoist.” Long 
under-used due to a lack of maintenance, 
the Turner Creek trail is now a viable access 
route to the spectacular areas above the Little 
Sur watershed. VWA members Steve Benoit 
and Mike Heard skillfully led the collabora-
tive effort. A special thanks goes out to Pat 
Bailey and the US Forest Service for providing 
pack stock support for the hard working and 
hungry trail crew.  We also would like to thank 
the brave American Conservation Experience 
(ACE)  trail crew for their efforts in remov-
ing huge amounts of poison oak that were 
encroaching on the trail.

  
We would like to remind our readers that a 
consistently-updated VWA Event Calendar 
can be accessed from the VWA home page at 
www.ventanawild.org. Please go to this cal-
endar often to find opportunities to volunteer 
on the trail crew or to support special projects 
such as Youth in Wilderness. Also, we ask that 
you use the interactive VWA Forums and Trail 
Reports pages (also accessed from our home 
page) to alert us to trails that require work. 
Let us know where there are downed trees 
and encroaching brush … and we’ll do our 
best to address those challenges.  ■



Youth in Wilderness 
Program in Full Swing
Led by Greg Meyer and Morgan Harris, 
17 college students ‘from California State 
University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) and the 
University of California at Santa Cruz (UCSC)

camped at Divide Camp in the Ventana 
Wilderness on April 24-25. The students   

VWA Members Inspired at the 
Western Wilderness Conference

Milpitas Special 
Interest Area Update
Those who frequent the Ventana Wilderness 
and surrounding lands have their special 
places, but few are as magical and spec-
tacular as The Indians in the Spring. It has 
been studied by academics and enjoyed by 
individuals, wilderness schools, and families 
for generations.  

In the Los Padres National Forest Manage-
ment Plan of 2005, the Forest Service 
recognized the unique aspects of the area and 
designated the Milpitas Special Interest Area 
(SIA). The SIA contains a cultural landscape 
reflecting a continuum of Native American 
occupation from prehistoric through historic 
times. Besides the archaeological signifi-
cance of the area, the valley oak savannahs 
and sandstone outcrops have become field 
laboratories, regularly studied by scientists 
and universities.

Due to decreases in funding and personnel, 
the Forest Service has been unable to develop 
a management plan for the SIA to achieve the 
desired condition. The VWA has facilitated and 
funded an agreement between Los Padres  
National Forest-Monterey District and Moun-
tain Heritage Associates, Enterprise Team, 

performed trail work on the Pine Ridge trail 
from China Camp to the Divide, then from the 
Divide to Pine Valley. This was the second 
VWA Youth in Wilderness (YIW) expedition and 
the group finished trail work started on the 
initial YIW trip. Assisted by Mark Maslow, the 
entire crew had great fun, learned about 

wilderness and 
performed gratifying 
work in gorgeous 
Spring weather.

The Youth in Wilder-
ness Program is 
generously funded 
by the Community 
Foundation for Santa 
Cruz County and by 
the Fernandez Pave 
the Way Foundation.  
The objective of this 
VWA program is to 
offer guided wilder-
ness trips at no-to-

low cost to youth organizations in Santa Cruz, 
Monterey and San Luis Obispo Counties. The 

USFS to create a comprehensive management 
plan for the area. 

Mountain Heritage Associates (MHA) has 
begun gathering input for inclusion in the 
benefits-based plan. Doug Stephens of 
MHA arrived in March and spent two weeks 
performing research and field work on the 
Milpitas. He also facilitated two meetings 
with the native Salinan Tribes and the local 
community. A draft plan is scheduled for late 
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Mike Splain, Morgan Harris, Dennis Palm, Dave Knapp 
and Tom Hopkins were 5 of the 15 VWA members to 
attend the Western Wilderness Conference.

Youth in Wilderness participants at Divide Camp in April.

Doug Stephens of the MHA, Julie Anne Hopkins and the Last of the Backcountry Rangers, the legendary Sal Elizondo, at the 
Merle Ranch in March.

VWA provides the tools, camping gear and 
expertise to outfit a crew of up to 17 students 
and supervisors on weekend backpacking 
trips. One component of the program is to 
restore and maintain trails and other re-
sources damaged by human use, erosion and 
fire. In addition to experiencing the beauty of 
the Ventana Wilderness with leaders that have 
extensive wilderness experience, the program 
offers youth a chance to work in the outdoors 
on productive and meaningful service.

A previous trip took place on March 26-28, 
also at Divide Camp, and another trip, to be 
done in conjunction with Salinas Community 
School, is scheduled for May 1-2. 
 
Special thanks to Greg Meyer for his tireless 
efforts, Betsy McGowan and Mark Maslow for 
their guidance and expertise, and the continu-
ing support of the Community Foundation for 
Santa Cruz County and the Fernandez Pave 
the Way Foundation.  ■

    
       

At least 15 card-carrying members of the VWA 
attended the Western Wilderness Conference 
in Berkley April 8-11. It was an excellent 
turnout for an organization of our size. Over 
500 wilderness activists and personnel from 
federal land agencies attended the conference.
  
The conference featured nearly 50 workshops 
led by many of the nation’s most effective 
wilderness advocates. Both long-time activists 
and those new to environmental advocacy 
discovered tools, allies and inspiration in 
Berkeley. Attendees enjoyed highly motivating 
and insightful talks by wilderness illuminati 
including Doug Scott and Dave Foreman as 
well as younger visionary activists like Will 
Rousch and John Sterling. The workshops 
covered a wide range of topics from lobbying 
and fundraising to mapping techniques and 

even an analysis of the Wilder-
ness Act by our very own Gordon 
Johnson. There were many pre-
sentations from a diverse mix of 
grass roots groups, each pursuing 
wilderness protection for their lo-
cal public lands. The whole gamut 
of the wilderness movement was there from 
the purists to the pragmatists. Representa-
tives from the Forest Service, BLM and the 
National Parks provided their keen insights 
and ideas related to wilderness preservation.
   
Following the event, VWA President Tom 
Hopkins was inspired to write “for me it was 
a very emotional experience to see that many 
people, from teenagers to octogenarians, 
who care enough about saving the planet’s 
remaining wildlands … to attend such a 

conference and commit a portion of their lives 
to the cause.”

The California Wilderness Coalition (CWC) will 
be posting all conference presentations on 
their website at www.calwild.org. For specific 
information regarding CWC, please email 
info@calwild.org.  ■

May.  Upon receipt of the draft, it will be made 
available electr lly, with another community 
meeting scheduled to obtain additional input.  
Thirty days notice of the scheduled community 
meeting will be given to the public. 

For more information on the plan go to www.
ventanawild.org/advocacy/milpitas-sia.html 
or contact Dennis@ventanawild.org.  ■

 
       

This past March, VWA botanist Julie Anne 
Hopkins assisted the Monterey Ranger District 
of the Los Padres National Forest in teaching 
nearly 200 King City fifth graders about the 
world of plants. The 3-day science camp was 
held at Fort Hunter Liggett just behind the 
San Antonio Mission. Julie Anne coordinated 
with the MRD Assistant Resource Specialist 
Katherine Melango and Fire Technician Tammy 
Zimmerman to explain plant biology, diversity, 
fire ecology and stewardship. For many of the 
youth it was their first experience camping out, 
observing the wonders of nature, and interact-
ing with field specialists. 
 

Planting Early Seeds for StewardshipKing City 5th Grade Science Camp
“The children were very excited, 
inquisitive and incredibly fun 
to teach” reported Julie Anne, 

“and it was excellent to serve as 
a Forest Service/VWA volunteer 
at such an important event.” 
It is our hope that the Science 
Camp experience will make a 
positive, lasting impression in 
the fertile young minds of so 
many children while connecting 
them to the value of protecting 
wilderness.  ■ P
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MRD Fire Technician, Tammy Zimmerman, teaches the 5th grade King City 
students about fire ecology.

In this issue of Ventana Wilderness 
Watch, we catch up with trail crew volunteers 
Jean LeBlanc and his son Philippe. Jean and 
Philippe live in Los Angeles with Jean’s girl-
friend Karen and her two children; Simon and 
Kalina. In Jean’s free time he enjoys outdoor 
activities, especially hiking, backpacking and 
skiing. He is an attorney, and his practice area 
is corporate finance and bankruptcy.  

Philippe is 16 years old. When not in Los 
Angeles with his dad, he spends time with his 
mom in Atascadero. He likes to fish, hike and 
snowboard. He’s been hiking since he was 
6 and has done a lot of hiking in the Santa 
Monica Mountains and on the Central Coast 
(and also in North Carolina once).

Q  How did you come to be 
 involved with the VWA?

Jean In a very serendipitous way. I had been 
doing a lot of hiking in the Silver Peak Wilderness 
and I was familiar with the VWA website. One day 
in summer ‘05 I ran into a group of hikers on the 
Spruce Creek trail who were led by Gary Felsman 
and his wife Darlene. I hadn’t met Gary before, but I 
knew of Gary through his contributions to the Sierra 
Club’s “San Luis Obispo County Trail Guide.” He 
told me about the routes up from Highway 1 to the 
ridge separating the Dutra drainage from the ocean, 
which led me to explore those routes and environs, 
which somehow led me to get in contact with Boon 
Hughey for more information about routes that 
aren’t on the maps, which ultimately led me to join 

on my first VWA trail crew trip in April, 06. It was 
my first backpacking trip since my Boy Scout days! 
I really enjoyed the camaraderie and general “fun” 
spirit of the group on that trip and I’ve tried to join 
on as many work trips as possible since then.  

PhiliPPe  became involved with the VWA through 
my Dad. He talked about how much fun the work 
trips were. Also, during our hikes in the Ventana 
and Silver Peak areas I saw the problems with the 
trails (deadfalls, brush, and slides) and recognized 
that I should contribute to maintain the trails.

Q  What is your connection to 
 the Ventana Wilderness?   
 What makes it special for you? 
Jean I go to Cambria often and I discovered the 
Silver Peak and Ventana Wilderness areas in my 
search for good hiking and camping opportunities. 
It’s not too far from Cambria to any of the Silver 
Peak trails or to the coastal-side Ventana trails, 
and over the years I’ve ended up hitting most of 
them. What I most enjoy is the ruggedness and 
isolation—this is a lot different from my experi-
ences in the Santa Monica Mountains where I had 
been doing most of my hiking.

PhiliPPe My connection is my grandparents’ 
house in Cambria, where I have gone with my 
Dad for many years. I really like strenuous hiking 
so the Ventana and Silver Peak Wilderness are 
perfect for me.

Q  What have been some 
 of your favorite trips to 
 the wilderness?
Jean I’ll always remember my first-ever hike in 
the Silver Peak area. It was around 2000, with 

VWA Volunteer Profile  I  Jean and Philippe LeBlanc Philippe (then 7), on the Buckeye Trail. I instantly 
saw that this was a different world from the one in 
which I had been hiking previously—it was rougher 
and steeper and quite awe-inspiring. Also, any trip 
to Cone Peak is great. There is one particular trip 
that is my favorite of all, since it combined virtually 
everything that I love about the Wilderness. Early in 
the morning on December 5, 2005, I set out with 
Philippe (then 12) and my daughter Camille (then 8) 
up the Salmon Creek trail, destination, Mount Mars, 
elevation 2674’. We chose a circuitous route that 
included fire breaks, ridgelines and pure cross-
country hiking. For me, this hike had everything 
that I love about hiking in the Ventana and Silver 
Peak areas - beautiful forested sections, the sound 
of running water next to the trail (starting with the 
Salmon Creek waterfall down at the trailhead, and 
continuing along the Spruce Creek Trail); vertigi-
nous views up and down steep and deep canyons 
(both on the Salmon Creek and the Spruce Creek 
trails); cross-country hiking across open grassland 
and through the old firebreaks; stunning ocean and 
coastal views from several thousand fee up; and 
(most importantly) the company of my very tena-
cious kids.  

PhiliPPe I loved a trip on the Buckeye trail.  What 
I remember most about that hike was that my boot 
came untied and my dad sat me down to tie it but 
he happened to sit me down on a black ant hill, 
and suddenly there were large black ants crawling 
all over me. Another favorite trip was when my 
Dad and I went backpacking to Buckeye Camp in 
late 2008—this was my first backpacking trip in 
the area.

Q  When you do trail work, what  
 do you enjoy most?  What is  
 most challenging?  
Jean I enjoy lopping Ceanothus, obliterating 
poison oak (my mortal enemy!), sawing whatever is 
needed with my personal saw and doing treadwork.  
I also like to assist with the crosscut saw whenever 
I can.

PhiliPPe I enjoy sawing of any kind and lopping. 
Doing tread work is the most challenging for me 
personally.

Q  What trips do you have   
 planned for the future?   

Jean The two spots that I’ve yet to get to in the 
Ventana Wilderness and that I really want to get to:  
Serra Peak and the Ventana Double Cone. Hopefully 
this year.

PhiliPPe Backpacking in the Sierras.  ■

Jean and Philippe LeBlance at Vicente Flat Camp.



Youth in Wilderness 
Program in Full Swing
Led by Greg Meyer and Morgan Harris, 
17 college students ‘from California State 
University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) and the 
University of California at Santa Cruz (UCSC)

camped at Divide Camp in the Ventana 
Wilderness on April 24-25. The students   

VWA Members Inspired at the 
Western Wilderness Conference

Milpitas Special 
Interest Area Update
Those who frequent the Ventana Wilderness 
and surrounding lands have their special 
places, but few are as magical and spec-
tacular as The Indians in the Spring. It has 
been studied by academics and enjoyed by 
individuals, wilderness schools, and families 
for generations.  

In the Los Padres National Forest Manage-
ment Plan of 2005, the Forest Service 
recognized the unique aspects of the area and 
designated the Milpitas Special Interest Area 
(SIA). The SIA contains a cultural landscape 
reflecting a continuum of Native American 
occupation from prehistoric through historic 
times. Besides the archaeological signifi-
cance of the area, the valley oak savannahs 
and sandstone outcrops have become field 
laboratories, regularly studied by scientists 
and universities.

Due to decreases in funding and personnel, 
the Forest Service has been unable to develop 
a management plan for the SIA to achieve the 
desired condition. The VWA has facilitated and 
funded an agreement between Los Padres  
National Forest-Monterey District and Moun-
tain Heritage Associates, Enterprise Team, 

performed trail work on the Pine Ridge trail 
from China Camp to the Divide, then from the 
Divide to Pine Valley. This was the second 
VWA Youth in Wilderness (YIW) expedition and 
the group finished trail work started on the 
initial YIW trip. Assisted by Mark Maslow, the 
entire crew had great fun, learned about 

wilderness and 
performed gratifying 
work in gorgeous 
Spring weather.

The Youth in Wilder-
ness Program is 
generously funded 
by the Community 
Foundation for Santa 
Cruz County and by 
the Fernandez Pave 
the Way Foundation.  
The objective of this 
VWA program is to 
offer guided wilder-
ness trips at no-to-

low cost to youth organizations in Santa Cruz, 
Monterey and San Luis Obispo Counties. The 

USFS to create a comprehensive management 
plan for the area. 

Mountain Heritage Associates (MHA) has 
begun gathering input for inclusion in the 
benefits-based plan. Doug Stephens of 
MHA arrived in March and spent two weeks 
performing research and field work on the 
Milpitas. He also facilitated two meetings 
with the native Salinan Tribes and the local 
community. A draft plan is scheduled for late 

P
ho

to
: O

llie
 P

al
m

P
ho

to
: G

re
g 

M
ey

er

P
ho

to
: D

en
ni

s 
P

al
m

Mike Splain, Morgan Harris, Dennis Palm, Dave Knapp 
and Tom Hopkins were 5 of the 15 VWA members to 
attend the Western Wilderness Conference.

Youth in Wilderness participants at Divide Camp in April.

Doug Stephens of the MHA, Julie Anne Hopkins and the Last of the Backcountry Rangers, the legendary Sal Elizondo, at the 
Merle Ranch in March.

VWA provides the tools, camping gear and 
expertise to outfit a crew of up to 17 students 
and supervisors on weekend backpacking 
trips. One component of the program is to 
restore and maintain trails and other re-
sources damaged by human use, erosion and 
fire. In addition to experiencing the beauty of 
the Ventana Wilderness with leaders that have 
extensive wilderness experience, the program 
offers youth a chance to work in the outdoors 
on productive and meaningful service.

A previous trip took place on March 26-28, 
also at Divide Camp, and another trip, to be 
done in conjunction with Salinas Community 
School, is scheduled for May 1-2. 
 
Special thanks to Greg Meyer for his tireless 
efforts, Betsy McGowan and Mark Maslow for 
their guidance and expertise, and the continu-
ing support of the Community Foundation for 
Santa Cruz County and the Fernandez Pave 
the Way Foundation.  ■

    
       

At least 15 card-carrying members of the VWA 
attended the Western Wilderness Conference 
in Berkley April 8-11. It was an excellent 
turnout for an organization of our size. Over 
500 wilderness activists and personnel from 
federal land agencies attended the conference.
  
The conference featured nearly 50 workshops 
led by many of the nation’s most effective 
wilderness advocates. Both long-time activists 
and those new to environmental advocacy 
discovered tools, allies and inspiration in 
Berkeley. Attendees enjoyed highly motivating 
and insightful talks by wilderness illuminati 
including Doug Scott and Dave Foreman as 
well as younger visionary activists like Will 
Rousch and John Sterling. The workshops 
covered a wide range of topics from lobbying 
and fundraising to mapping techniques and 

even an analysis of the Wilder-
ness Act by our very own Gordon 
Johnson. There were many pre-
sentations from a diverse mix of 
grass roots groups, each pursuing 
wilderness protection for their lo-
cal public lands. The whole gamut 
of the wilderness movement was there from 
the purists to the pragmatists. Representa-
tives from the Forest Service, BLM and the 
National Parks provided their keen insights 
and ideas related to wilderness preservation.
   
Following the event, VWA President Tom 
Hopkins was inspired to write “for me it was 
a very emotional experience to see that many 
people, from teenagers to octogenarians, 
who care enough about saving the planet’s 
remaining wildlands … to attend such a 

conference and commit a portion of their lives 
to the cause.”

The California Wilderness Coalition (CWC) will 
be posting all conference presentations on 
their website at www.calwild.org. For specific 
information regarding CWC, please email 
info@calwild.org.  ■

May.  Upon receipt of the draft, it will be made 
available electr lly, with another community 
meeting scheduled to obtain additional input.  
Thirty days notice of the scheduled community 
meeting will be given to the public. 

For more information on the plan go to www.
ventanawild.org/advocacy/milpitas-sia.html 
or contact Dennis@ventanawild.org.  ■

 
       

This past March, VWA botanist Julie Anne 
Hopkins assisted the Monterey Ranger District 
of the Los Padres National Forest in teaching 
nearly 200 King City fifth graders about the 
world of plants. The 3-day science camp was 
held at Fort Hunter Liggett just behind the 
San Antonio Mission. Julie Anne coordinated 
with the MRD Assistant Resource Specialist 
Katherine Melango and Fire Technician Tammy 
Zimmerman to explain plant biology, diversity, 
fire ecology and stewardship. For many of the 
youth it was their first experience camping out, 
observing the wonders of nature, and interact-
ing with field specialists. 
 

Planting Early Seeds for StewardshipKing City 5th Grade Science Camp
“The children were very excited, 
inquisitive and incredibly fun 
to teach” reported Julie Anne, 

“and it was excellent to serve as 
a Forest Service/VWA volunteer 
at such an important event.” 
It is our hope that the Science 
Camp experience will make a 
positive, lasting impression in 
the fertile young minds of so 
many children while connecting 
them to the value of protecting 
wilderness.  ■ P
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MRD Fire Technician, Tammy Zimmerman, teaches the 5th grade King City 
students about fire ecology.

In this issue of Ventana Wilderness 
Watch, we catch up with trail crew volunteers 
Jean LeBlanc and his son Philippe. Jean and 
Philippe live in Los Angeles with Jean’s girl-
friend Karen and her two children; Simon and 
Kalina. In Jean’s free time he enjoys outdoor 
activities, especially hiking, backpacking and 
skiing. He is an attorney, and his practice area 
is corporate finance and bankruptcy.  

Philippe is 16 years old. When not in Los 
Angeles with his dad, he spends time with his 
mom in Atascadero. He likes to fish, hike and 
snowboard. He’s been hiking since he was 
6 and has done a lot of hiking in the Santa 
Monica Mountains and on the Central Coast 
(and also in North Carolina once).

Q  How did you come to be 
 involved with the VWA?

Jean In a very serendipitous way. I had been 
doing a lot of hiking in the Silver Peak Wilderness 
and I was familiar with the VWA website. One day 
in summer ‘05 I ran into a group of hikers on the 
Spruce Creek trail who were led by Gary Felsman 
and his wife Darlene. I hadn’t met Gary before, but I 
knew of Gary through his contributions to the Sierra 
Club’s “San Luis Obispo County Trail Guide.” He 
told me about the routes up from Highway 1 to the 
ridge separating the Dutra drainage from the ocean, 
which led me to explore those routes and environs, 
which somehow led me to get in contact with Boon 
Hughey for more information about routes that 
aren’t on the maps, which ultimately led me to join 

on my first VWA trail crew trip in April, 06. It was 
my first backpacking trip since my Boy Scout days! 
I really enjoyed the camaraderie and general “fun” 
spirit of the group on that trip and I’ve tried to join 
on as many work trips as possible since then.  

PhiliPPe  became involved with the VWA through 
my Dad. He talked about how much fun the work 
trips were. Also, during our hikes in the Ventana 
and Silver Peak areas I saw the problems with the 
trails (deadfalls, brush, and slides) and recognized 
that I should contribute to maintain the trails.

Q  What is your connection to 
 the Ventana Wilderness?   
 What makes it special for you? 
Jean I go to Cambria often and I discovered the 
Silver Peak and Ventana Wilderness areas in my 
search for good hiking and camping opportunities. 
It’s not too far from Cambria to any of the Silver 
Peak trails or to the coastal-side Ventana trails, 
and over the years I’ve ended up hitting most of 
them. What I most enjoy is the ruggedness and 
isolation—this is a lot different from my experi-
ences in the Santa Monica Mountains where I had 
been doing most of my hiking.

PhiliPPe My connection is my grandparents’ 
house in Cambria, where I have gone with my 
Dad for many years. I really like strenuous hiking 
so the Ventana and Silver Peak Wilderness are 
perfect for me.

Q  What have been some 
 of your favorite trips to 
 the wilderness?
Jean I’ll always remember my first-ever hike in 
the Silver Peak area. It was around 2000, with 

VWA Volunteer Profile  I  Jean and Philippe LeBlanc Philippe (then 7), on the Buckeye Trail. I instantly 
saw that this was a different world from the one in 
which I had been hiking previously—it was rougher 
and steeper and quite awe-inspiring. Also, any trip 
to Cone Peak is great. There is one particular trip 
that is my favorite of all, since it combined virtually 
everything that I love about the Wilderness. Early in 
the morning on December 5, 2005, I set out with 
Philippe (then 12) and my daughter Camille (then 8) 
up the Salmon Creek trail, destination, Mount Mars, 
elevation 2674’. We chose a circuitous route that 
included fire breaks, ridgelines and pure cross-
country hiking. For me, this hike had everything 
that I love about hiking in the Ventana and Silver 
Peak areas - beautiful forested sections, the sound 
of running water next to the trail (starting with the 
Salmon Creek waterfall down at the trailhead, and 
continuing along the Spruce Creek Trail); vertigi-
nous views up and down steep and deep canyons 
(both on the Salmon Creek and the Spruce Creek 
trails); cross-country hiking across open grassland 
and through the old firebreaks; stunning ocean and 
coastal views from several thousand fee up; and 
(most importantly) the company of my very tena-
cious kids.  

PhiliPPe I loved a trip on the Buckeye trail.  What 
I remember most about that hike was that my boot 
came untied and my dad sat me down to tie it but 
he happened to sit me down on a black ant hill, 
and suddenly there were large black ants crawling 
all over me. Another favorite trip was when my 
Dad and I went backpacking to Buckeye Camp in 
late 2008—this was my first backpacking trip in 
the area.

Q  When you do trail work, what  
 do you enjoy most?  What is  
 most challenging?  
Jean I enjoy lopping Ceanothus, obliterating 
poison oak (my mortal enemy!), sawing whatever is 
needed with my personal saw and doing treadwork.  
I also like to assist with the crosscut saw whenever 
I can.

PhiliPPe I enjoy sawing of any kind and lopping. 
Doing tread work is the most challenging for me 
personally.

Q  What trips do you have   
 planned for the future?   

Jean The two spots that I’ve yet to get to in the 
Ventana Wilderness and that I really want to get to:  
Serra Peak and the Ventana Double Cone. Hopefully 
this year.

PhiliPPe Backpacking in the Sierras.  ■

Jean and Philippe LeBlance at Vicente Flat Camp.



Youth in Wilderness 
Program in Full Swing
Led by Greg Meyer and Morgan Harris, 
17 college students ‘from California State 
University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) and the 
University of California at Santa Cruz (UCSC)

camped at Divide Camp in the Ventana 
Wilderness on April 24-25. The students   

VWA Members Inspired at the 
Western Wilderness Conference

Milpitas Special 
Interest Area Update
Those who frequent the Ventana Wilderness 
and surrounding lands have their special 
places, but few are as magical and spec-
tacular as The Indians in the Spring. It has 
been studied by academics and enjoyed by 
individuals, wilderness schools, and families 
for generations.  

In the Los Padres National Forest Manage-
ment Plan of 2005, the Forest Service 
recognized the unique aspects of the area and 
designated the Milpitas Special Interest Area 
(SIA). The SIA contains a cultural landscape 
reflecting a continuum of Native American 
occupation from prehistoric through historic 
times. Besides the archaeological signifi-
cance of the area, the valley oak savannahs 
and sandstone outcrops have become field 
laboratories, regularly studied by scientists 
and universities.

Due to decreases in funding and personnel, 
the Forest Service has been unable to develop 
a management plan for the SIA to achieve the 
desired condition. The VWA has facilitated and 
funded an agreement between Los Padres  
National Forest-Monterey District and Moun-
tain Heritage Associates, Enterprise Team, 

performed trail work on the Pine Ridge trail 
from China Camp to the Divide, then from the 
Divide to Pine Valley. This was the second 
VWA Youth in Wilderness (YIW) expedition and 
the group finished trail work started on the 
initial YIW trip. Assisted by Mark Maslow, the 
entire crew had great fun, learned about 

wilderness and 
performed gratifying 
work in gorgeous 
Spring weather.

The Youth in Wilder-
ness Program is 
generously funded 
by the Community 
Foundation for Santa 
Cruz County and by 
the Fernandez Pave 
the Way Foundation.  
The objective of this 
VWA program is to 
offer guided wilder-
ness trips at no-to-

low cost to youth organizations in Santa Cruz, 
Monterey and San Luis Obispo Counties. The 

USFS to create a comprehensive management 
plan for the area. 

Mountain Heritage Associates (MHA) has 
begun gathering input for inclusion in the 
benefits-based plan. Doug Stephens of 
MHA arrived in March and spent two weeks 
performing research and field work on the 
Milpitas. He also facilitated two meetings 
with the native Salinan Tribes and the local 
community. A draft plan is scheduled for late 
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Mike Splain, Morgan Harris, Dennis Palm, Dave Knapp 
and Tom Hopkins were 5 of the 15 VWA members to 
attend the Western Wilderness Conference.

Youth in Wilderness participants at Divide Camp in April.

Doug Stephens of the MHA, Julie Anne Hopkins and the Last of the Backcountry Rangers, the legendary Sal Elizondo, at the 
Merle Ranch in March.

VWA provides the tools, camping gear and 
expertise to outfit a crew of up to 17 students 
and supervisors on weekend backpacking 
trips. One component of the program is to 
restore and maintain trails and other re-
sources damaged by human use, erosion and 
fire. In addition to experiencing the beauty of 
the Ventana Wilderness with leaders that have 
extensive wilderness experience, the program 
offers youth a chance to work in the outdoors 
on productive and meaningful service.

A previous trip took place on March 26-28, 
also at Divide Camp, and another trip, to be 
done in conjunction with Salinas Community 
School, is scheduled for May 1-2. 
 
Special thanks to Greg Meyer for his tireless 
efforts, Betsy McGowan and Mark Maslow for 
their guidance and expertise, and the continu-
ing support of the Community Foundation for 
Santa Cruz County and the Fernandez Pave 
the Way Foundation.  ■

    
       

At least 15 card-carrying members of the VWA 
attended the Western Wilderness Conference 
in Berkley April 8-11. It was an excellent 
turnout for an organization of our size. Over 
500 wilderness activists and personnel from 
federal land agencies attended the conference.
  
The conference featured nearly 50 workshops 
led by many of the nation’s most effective 
wilderness advocates. Both long-time activists 
and those new to environmental advocacy 
discovered tools, allies and inspiration in 
Berkeley. Attendees enjoyed highly motivating 
and insightful talks by wilderness illuminati 
including Doug Scott and Dave Foreman as 
well as younger visionary activists like Will 
Rousch and John Sterling. The workshops 
covered a wide range of topics from lobbying 
and fundraising to mapping techniques and 

even an analysis of the Wilder-
ness Act by our very own Gordon 
Johnson. There were many pre-
sentations from a diverse mix of 
grass roots groups, each pursuing 
wilderness protection for their lo-
cal public lands. The whole gamut 
of the wilderness movement was there from 
the purists to the pragmatists. Representa-
tives from the Forest Service, BLM and the 
National Parks provided their keen insights 
and ideas related to wilderness preservation.
   
Following the event, VWA President Tom 
Hopkins was inspired to write “for me it was 
a very emotional experience to see that many 
people, from teenagers to octogenarians, 
who care enough about saving the planet’s 
remaining wildlands … to attend such a 

conference and commit a portion of their lives 
to the cause.”

The California Wilderness Coalition (CWC) will 
be posting all conference presentations on 
their website at www.calwild.org. For specific 
information regarding CWC, please email 
info@calwild.org.  ■

May.  Upon receipt of the draft, it will be made 
available electr lly, with another community 
meeting scheduled to obtain additional input.  
Thirty days notice of the scheduled community 
meeting will be given to the public. 

For more information on the plan go to www.
ventanawild.org/advocacy/milpitas-sia.html 
or contact Dennis@ventanawild.org.  ■

 
       

This past March, VWA botanist Julie Anne 
Hopkins assisted the Monterey Ranger District 
of the Los Padres National Forest in teaching 
nearly 200 King City fifth graders about the 
world of plants. The 3-day science camp was 
held at Fort Hunter Liggett just behind the 
San Antonio Mission. Julie Anne coordinated 
with the MRD Assistant Resource Specialist 
Katherine Melango and Fire Technician Tammy 
Zimmerman to explain plant biology, diversity, 
fire ecology and stewardship. For many of the 
youth it was their first experience camping out, 
observing the wonders of nature, and interact-
ing with field specialists. 
 

Planting Early Seeds for StewardshipKing City 5th Grade Science Camp
“The children were very excited, 
inquisitive and incredibly fun 
to teach” reported Julie Anne, 

“and it was excellent to serve as 
a Forest Service/VWA volunteer 
at such an important event.” 
It is our hope that the Science 
Camp experience will make a 
positive, lasting impression in 
the fertile young minds of so 
many children while connecting 
them to the value of protecting 
wilderness.  ■ P
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MRD Fire Technician, Tammy Zimmerman, teaches the 5th grade King City 
students about fire ecology.

In this issue of Ventana Wilderness 
Watch, we catch up with trail crew volunteers 
Jean LeBlanc and his son Philippe. Jean and 
Philippe live in Los Angeles with Jean’s girl-
friend Karen and her two children; Simon and 
Kalina. In Jean’s free time he enjoys outdoor 
activities, especially hiking, backpacking and 
skiing. He is an attorney, and his practice area 
is corporate finance and bankruptcy.  

Philippe is 16 years old. When not in Los 
Angeles with his dad, he spends time with his 
mom in Atascadero. He likes to fish, hike and 
snowboard. He’s been hiking since he was 
6 and has done a lot of hiking in the Santa 
Monica Mountains and on the Central Coast 
(and also in North Carolina once).

Q  How did you come to be 
 involved with the VWA?

Jean In a very serendipitous way. I had been 
doing a lot of hiking in the Silver Peak Wilderness 
and I was familiar with the VWA website. One day 
in summer ‘05 I ran into a group of hikers on the 
Spruce Creek trail who were led by Gary Felsman 
and his wife Darlene. I hadn’t met Gary before, but I 
knew of Gary through his contributions to the Sierra 
Club’s “San Luis Obispo County Trail Guide.” He 
told me about the routes up from Highway 1 to the 
ridge separating the Dutra drainage from the ocean, 
which led me to explore those routes and environs, 
which somehow led me to get in contact with Boon 
Hughey for more information about routes that 
aren’t on the maps, which ultimately led me to join 

on my first VWA trail crew trip in April, 06. It was 
my first backpacking trip since my Boy Scout days! 
I really enjoyed the camaraderie and general “fun” 
spirit of the group on that trip and I’ve tried to join 
on as many work trips as possible since then.  

PhiliPPe  became involved with the VWA through 
my Dad. He talked about how much fun the work 
trips were. Also, during our hikes in the Ventana 
and Silver Peak areas I saw the problems with the 
trails (deadfalls, brush, and slides) and recognized 
that I should contribute to maintain the trails.

Q  What is your connection to 
 the Ventana Wilderness?   
 What makes it special for you? 
Jean I go to Cambria often and I discovered the 
Silver Peak and Ventana Wilderness areas in my 
search for good hiking and camping opportunities. 
It’s not too far from Cambria to any of the Silver 
Peak trails or to the coastal-side Ventana trails, 
and over the years I’ve ended up hitting most of 
them. What I most enjoy is the ruggedness and 
isolation—this is a lot different from my experi-
ences in the Santa Monica Mountains where I had 
been doing most of my hiking.

PhiliPPe My connection is my grandparents’ 
house in Cambria, where I have gone with my 
Dad for many years. I really like strenuous hiking 
so the Ventana and Silver Peak Wilderness are 
perfect for me.

Q  What have been some 
 of your favorite trips to 
 the wilderness?
Jean I’ll always remember my first-ever hike in 
the Silver Peak area. It was around 2000, with 

VWA Volunteer Profile  I  Jean and Philippe LeBlanc Philippe (then 7), on the Buckeye Trail. I instantly 
saw that this was a different world from the one in 
which I had been hiking previously—it was rougher 
and steeper and quite awe-inspiring. Also, any trip 
to Cone Peak is great. There is one particular trip 
that is my favorite of all, since it combined virtually 
everything that I love about the Wilderness. Early in 
the morning on December 5, 2005, I set out with 
Philippe (then 12) and my daughter Camille (then 8) 
up the Salmon Creek trail, destination, Mount Mars, 
elevation 2674’. We chose a circuitous route that 
included fire breaks, ridgelines and pure cross-
country hiking. For me, this hike had everything 
that I love about hiking in the Ventana and Silver 
Peak areas - beautiful forested sections, the sound 
of running water next to the trail (starting with the 
Salmon Creek waterfall down at the trailhead, and 
continuing along the Spruce Creek Trail); vertigi-
nous views up and down steep and deep canyons 
(both on the Salmon Creek and the Spruce Creek 
trails); cross-country hiking across open grassland 
and through the old firebreaks; stunning ocean and 
coastal views from several thousand fee up; and 
(most importantly) the company of my very tena-
cious kids.  

PhiliPPe I loved a trip on the Buckeye trail.  What 
I remember most about that hike was that my boot 
came untied and my dad sat me down to tie it but 
he happened to sit me down on a black ant hill, 
and suddenly there were large black ants crawling 
all over me. Another favorite trip was when my 
Dad and I went backpacking to Buckeye Camp in 
late 2008—this was my first backpacking trip in 
the area.

Q  When you do trail work, what  
 do you enjoy most?  What is  
 most challenging?  
Jean I enjoy lopping Ceanothus, obliterating 
poison oak (my mortal enemy!), sawing whatever is 
needed with my personal saw and doing treadwork.  
I also like to assist with the crosscut saw whenever 
I can.

PhiliPPe I enjoy sawing of any kind and lopping. 
Doing tread work is the most challenging for me 
personally.

Q  What trips do you have   
 planned for the future?   

Jean The two spots that I’ve yet to get to in the 
Ventana Wilderness and that I really want to get to:  
Serra Peak and the Ventana Double Cone. Hopefully 
this year.

PhiliPPe Backpacking in the Sierras.  ■

Jean and Philippe LeBlance at Vicente Flat Camp.
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Molera Wilderness Legislation 
Introduced, then Withdrawn   
           

The mission of the 

is to protect, preserve, 

and restore the wilderness 

qualities and biodiversity 

of the public lands 

within California’s northern 

Santa Lucia mountains 

and Big Sur Coast. 

In February 2010, Assemblymember Bill Monning 
(CA 27) introduced legislation to designate 
approximately 920 acres of the Andrew Molera 
State Park backcountry as a State Wilderness.  
Following a public meeting in Big Sur in late March, 
Monning withdrew the legislation. At that meeting 
some Big Sur residents expressed concern that 
wilderness designation would make the area less 
safe from wildfires.

Assemblymember Monning’s April 6, 2010 letter 
announcing the withdrawal states in part:

A wilderness designation only affects state lands, 
not private lands, and the portion of the State Park 
that would be designated as wilderness does not 
adjoin any private land. Additionally, the designation 
of wilderness does not preclude motorized equip-
ment from coming into the area for fire fighting 
purposes, and measures can be taken, as neces-
sary, to control fire, insects, and diseases, subject 
to the conditions established by the state agency 
having jurisdiction. The acreage to be designated 
is also adjacent to the federal Ventana Wilderness 
Area and would complement federal protection in 
the immediate vicinity.

Monning’s letter continued:

I also want to acknowledge the work that members 
of the Ventana Wilderness Alliance (VWA) have 
invested to enhance and protect California’s state 
wilderness areas. I fully expect and encourage 
members of the VWA to continue to work with all 
community members to address concerns and to 
promote the vision and objective of keeping exist-
ing wilderness areas free from encroachment and 
protected for future generations. It is my belief that 
the wilderness area of Andrew Molera State Park is 
worth protecting.

Following the March meeting and discussions with 
the Assemblymember, VWA president Tom Hopkins 
expressed disappointment with the decision and 
offered that, “The VWA will continue to work with 
the local and regional communities to resolve any 
factual issues with the Molera Wilderness proposal 
and will look forward to its reintroduction in 2011 
and subsequent enactment.”

Readers are encouraged to contact Assembly-
member Monning and voice support for the Molera 
Wilderness. More information can be found at:  
www.ventanawild.org/advocacy/wilderness.  ■
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Proposed Molera Wilderness Map.
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Once again, VWA members and guests rallied 
to a Winter Gathering at the UC MBEST Center 
in Marina on Saturday, January 30th, 2010.  
The program included a hike on the adja-
cent Fort Ord Natural Reserve led by expert 
naturalist Bruce Delgado. Displays highlighted 
a number of VWA stewardship and advo-
cacy projects and inspired attendees to get 
involved. As is customary, the VWA provided a 
delicious catered lunch, skillfully prepared by 
Marina’s very own Wild Thyme Deli.

The featured presentation was delivered by 
Robinson Jeffers scholar Rob Kafka. Mr. Kafka 
guided Ventanaphiles on a cathartic journey 
through Jeffers Country and beyond. Historic 
photographs accentuated powerful readings 
of poems invoking backcountry locales like 

P
ho

to
: R

ic
ha

rd
 P

op
ch

ak

Kafka on Jeffers at the Winter Gathering
Ventana Creek, the Little Sur River, and “noble 
Pico Blanco, steep sea-wave of marble.” Most 
captivating of all was the closing verse, read 
from  Bixby’s Landing- “Wine-hearted solitude, 
our mother the wilderness, men’s failures are 
often as beautiful as men’s triumphs, but your 
returnings are even more precious than your 
first presence.”

The gathering concluded with the presenta-
tion of a plaque to former California Assem-
blymember John Laird. John was honored 
as a “Wilderness Champion” by the VWA to 
commemorate passage of AB 2945 and the 
subsequent establishment of the Limekiln 
State Park Wilderness on September 30, 2008.  
The honorarium featured a Tom Killion 
woodblock print and conveyed the VWA’s 
tremendous appreciation of Mr. Laird’s efforts 
in shepherding this important legislation 
through the State Assembly.  ■

Photo Caption Left: Former State Assemblymember John 
Laird was presented with a plaque at the Winter Gathering 
honoring him as a “Wilderness Champion.” VWA President 
Tom Hopkins at right. 

Photo Caption Right: Trail workers don Tyvek suits to 
protect against poison oak.

Turner Creek 
Trail Project 
Recently, the VWA led an important project in 
the northwestern corner of the Ventana 
Wilderness. Utilizing grant money secured 
from the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park 
District (MPRPD), the VWA hired a professional 
crew to rehabilitate the Turner Creek trail 
April 22-26. This trail links designated 
wilderness to regional parklands which in 
turn border the Big Sur community on Palo 
Colorado Road near “The Hoist.” Long 
under-used due to a lack of maintenance, 
the Turner Creek trail is now a viable access 
route to the spectacular areas above the Little 
Sur watershed. VWA members Steve Benoit 
and Mike Heard skillfully led the collabora-
tive effort. A special thanks goes out to Pat 
Bailey and the US Forest Service for providing 
pack stock support for the hard working and 
hungry trail crew.  We also would like to thank 
the brave American Conservation Experience 
(ACE)  trail crew for their efforts in remov-
ing huge amounts of poison oak that were 
encroaching on the trail.

  
We would like to remind our readers that a 
consistently-updated VWA Event Calendar 
can be accessed from the VWA home page at 
www.ventanawild.org. Please go to this cal-
endar often to find opportunities to volunteer 
on the trail crew or to support special projects 
such as Youth in Wilderness. Also, we ask that 
you use the interactive VWA Forums and Trail 
Reports pages (also accessed from our home 
page) to alert us to trails that require work. 
Let us know where there are downed trees 
and encroaching brush … and we’ll do our 
best to address those challenges.  ■
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In February 2010, Assemblymember Bill Monning 
(CA 27) introduced legislation to designate 
approximately 920 acres of the Andrew Molera 
State Park backcountry as a State Wilderness.  
Following a public meeting in Big Sur in late March, 
Monning withdrew the legislation. At that meeting 
some Big Sur residents expressed concern that 
wilderness designation would make the area less 
safe from wildfires.

Assemblymember Monning’s April 6, 2010 letter 
announcing the withdrawal states in part:

A wilderness designation only affects state lands, 
not private lands, and the portion of the State Park 
that would be designated as wilderness does not 
adjoin any private land. Additionally, the designation 
of wilderness does not preclude motorized equip-
ment from coming into the area for fire fighting 
purposes, and measures can be taken, as neces-
sary, to control fire, insects, and diseases, subject 
to the conditions established by the state agency 
having jurisdiction. The acreage to be designated 
is also adjacent to the federal Ventana Wilderness 
Area and would complement federal protection in 
the immediate vicinity.

Monning’s letter continued:

I also want to acknowledge the work that members 
of the Ventana Wilderness Alliance (VWA) have 
invested to enhance and protect California’s state 
wilderness areas. I fully expect and encourage 
members of the VWA to continue to work with all 
community members to address concerns and to 
promote the vision and objective of keeping exist-
ing wilderness areas free from encroachment and 
protected for future generations. It is my belief that 
the wilderness area of Andrew Molera State Park is 
worth protecting.

Following the March meeting and discussions with 
the Assemblymember, VWA president Tom Hopkins 
expressed disappointment with the decision and 
offered that, “The VWA will continue to work with 
the local and regional communities to resolve any 
factual issues with the Molera Wilderness proposal 
and will look forward to its reintroduction in 2011 
and subsequent enactment.”

Readers are encouraged to contact Assembly-
member Monning and voice support for the Molera 
Wilderness. More information can be found at:  
www.ventanawild.org/advocacy/wilderness.  ■
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Proposed Molera Wilderness Map.
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Once again, VWA members and guests rallied 
to a Winter Gathering at the UC MBEST Center 
in Marina on Saturday, January 30th, 2010.  
The program included a hike on the adja-
cent Fort Ord Natural Reserve led by expert 
naturalist Bruce Delgado. Displays highlighted 
a number of VWA stewardship and advo-
cacy projects and inspired attendees to get 
involved. As is customary, the VWA provided a 
delicious catered lunch, skillfully prepared by 
Marina’s very own Wild Thyme Deli.

The featured presentation was delivered by 
Robinson Jeffers scholar Rob Kafka. Mr. Kafka 
guided Ventanaphiles on a cathartic journey 
through Jeffers Country and beyond. Historic 
photographs accentuated powerful readings 
of poems invoking backcountry locales like 
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Kafka on Jeffers at the Winter Gathering
Ventana Creek, the Little Sur River, and “noble 
Pico Blanco, steep sea-wave of marble.” Most 
captivating of all was the closing verse, read 
from  Bixby’s Landing- “Wine-hearted solitude, 
our mother the wilderness, men’s failures are 
often as beautiful as men’s triumphs, but your 
returnings are even more precious than your 
first presence.”

The gathering concluded with the presenta-
tion of a plaque to former California Assem-
blymember John Laird. John was honored 
as a “Wilderness Champion” by the VWA to 
commemorate passage of AB 2945 and the 
subsequent establishment of the Limekiln 
State Park Wilderness on September 30, 2008.  
The honorarium featured a Tom Killion 
woodblock print and conveyed the VWA’s 
tremendous appreciation of Mr. Laird’s efforts 
in shepherding this important legislation 
through the State Assembly.  ■

Photo Caption Left: Former State Assemblymember John 
Laird was presented with a plaque at the Winter Gathering 
honoring him as a “Wilderness Champion.” VWA President 
Tom Hopkins at right. 

Photo Caption Right: Trail workers don Tyvek suits to 
protect against poison oak.

Turner Creek 
Trail Project 
Recently, the VWA led an important project in 
the northwestern corner of the Ventana 
Wilderness. Utilizing grant money secured 
from the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park 
District (MPRPD), the VWA hired a professional 
crew to rehabilitate the Turner Creek trail 
April 22-26. This trail links designated 
wilderness to regional parklands which in 
turn border the Big Sur community on Palo 
Colorado Road near “The Hoist.” Long 
under-used due to a lack of maintenance, 
the Turner Creek trail is now a viable access 
route to the spectacular areas above the Little 
Sur watershed. VWA members Steve Benoit 
and Mike Heard skillfully led the collabora-
tive effort. A special thanks goes out to Pat 
Bailey and the US Forest Service for providing 
pack stock support for the hard working and 
hungry trail crew.  We also would like to thank 
the brave American Conservation Experience 
(ACE)  trail crew for their efforts in remov-
ing huge amounts of poison oak that were 
encroaching on the trail.

  
We would like to remind our readers that a 
consistently-updated VWA Event Calendar 
can be accessed from the VWA home page at 
www.ventanawild.org. Please go to this cal-
endar often to find opportunities to volunteer 
on the trail crew or to support special projects 
such as Youth in Wilderness. Also, we ask that 
you use the interactive VWA Forums and Trail 
Reports pages (also accessed from our home 
page) to alert us to trails that require work. 
Let us know where there are downed trees 
and encroaching brush … and we’ll do our 
best to address those challenges.  ■


