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For six years the VWA has made an 
earnest effort to work within the administrative 
system toward convincing the US Forest 
Service to respect and follow the letter and 
intent of the Wilderness Act and other laws as 
they pertain to commercial livestock grazing on 
the eight Big Sur coastal allotments. Countless 
volunteer hours have been spent analyzing 
proposals and documentation, surveying the 
landscape, submitting public comments, and 
preparing no fewer than three appeals of the 
decisions to renew these marginal public lands 
grazing permits. 

Last year the Forest Service ýnalized their 
plans by denying our third appeal of their 
proposals (the ýrst two appeals were success-
ful), and the bag is mixed. First the good news:  
the Buckeye allotment in the Silver Peak 
Wilderness and the Twitchell allotment in the 
Ventana Wilderness have been ofýcially 
dropped from the grazing system as a result    
of our concerns and vociferous input. This is  
an agency action we applaud and support. 
Similarly, the Torre allotment will not be 
stocked at this time and must undergo further 
environmental review prior to any grazing use. 
On the other hand, on the Gorda, San Carpo-
foro, Alder and Salmon Creek allotments 
livestock grazing will continue, albeit under 
new guidelines.

VWA Sues Forest Service  I  Over Wilderness Act Violations 

Ventana Wild Rivers Campaign Update

VWA Members 
(from left to right)
Corky Matthews, 
Tom Hopkins, 
Rich Popchak and 
Julie Anne Delgado 
explore the Kozy 
Kove area of the 
Silver Peak Wilder-
ness in August, 
2006.
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But the issue isn’t over just yet. One 
proposed allotment, the Kozy Kove in the Silver 
Peak Wilderness, is still in dispute. Earlier this 
year the VWA joined forces with Los Padres 
Forest Watch, Wilderness Watch, and the Sierra 
Club in ýling a lawsuit against the Los Padres 
National Forest for violations of the Wilderness 
Act and National Environmental Policy Act by 
creating a new allotment within designated 
Wilderness where one did not exist at the time 
of designation. Existing allotments are grand- 
fathered under the Wilderness Act and grazing  
is allowed to continue where permits are in 
place at the time of designation, a provision of 
the law which the VWA respects. But on the 
Kozy Kove no permits had ever existed and 
grazing hadn’t taken place for well over a 
decade and never under federal ownership. To 
initiate grazing there now, within Wilderness as 

planned, constitutes an assault on the integrity 
of Wilderness and the spirit of the Wilderness 
Act. The Forest Service chose to ignore these 
facts even though they were fully explained to 
them in our appeals, so the only remaining 
remedy to protect Wilderness is the courts. Our 
complaint was ýled in September in Federal 
Court in San Francisco, and we are currently 
awaiting a response from the USFS attorneys. 
While we are hopeful that our disagreement 
can be settled, we are ready and willing to go 
the distance in defense of Wilderness.

We are being represented in this case by 
attorney Peter Frost of the Western Environ-
mental Law Center in Eugene, Oregon (www.
westernlaw.org) and would like to thank him 
and his organization for all their help and 
concern. 1

VWA Member Dennis Palm visits the San Antonio River.     Photo: Hannah Schoenthal-Muse

The Ventana Wild Rivers Campaign 
(VWRC) has been making headway. For the 
past several months, the VWA has been 
working with Friends of the River (FOR) to 
protect outstanding rivers and streams þowing 
through public lands in the northern Santa 
Lucias. To ensure that these pristine waterways 
remain in their free-þowing state, the goal of 
the VWRC is to legislatively protect these 
rivers through federal Wild and Scenic desig-
nation. Federal designation would prohibit any 
new dams or developments, protect water 
quality, and require that a management plan be 
developed to protect the free-þowing character 
and outstanding values of each particular river.

Thanks to the help of local conservation-
ists, VWA members and VWRC Organizer 
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