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Those who frequent the Ventana and Silver
Peak Wilderness areas all have their special
places, but few are as magical and spectacular as
The Indians, in the Spring. It has been studied by
academics and enjoyed by individuals, wilderness
schools, and families for generations.

In the Los Padres National Forest Manage-
ment Plan of 2005, the Forest Service recognized
the unique aspects of the area and designated the
Milpitas Special Interest Area (SIA). The SIA
contains a cultural landscape re ecting a contin-
uum of Native American occupation from prehis-
toric through historic times. Besides the archaeo-
logical signi cance of the area, the valley oak
savannahs and sandstone outcrops have become

eld laboratories, regularly studied by scientists
and universities.

The Milpitas SIA contains approximately
9,500 acres, located in the upper watershed of the
San Antonio River, much of which is within the
Ventana Wilderness. It is approximately 17 miles
from Mission San Antonio and lies just within the
border of Ft. Hunter Liggett. The dominant feature
of the area is Santa Lucia Peak (Junipero Serra
Peak), at almost 6,000 ft., the highest peak in the
Santa Lucias.

The VWA is driving the management plan of the Milpitas SIA.

Prehistorically, the SIA was inhabited by the
Salinan people. After the secularization of the
mission in the 1830 s, many of the mission Indians
returned to their ancestral lands. The community
became known as The Indians. The name Mil-
pitas is derived from the small gardens or farms
that were planted there.

The LPNF Management Plan described the
desired condition of the SIA. Due to decreases in
funding and personnel, however, the Forest Ser-
vice has been unable to develop a management
plan for the SIAto achieve the desired condition.
The VWA is in the process of developing a part-
nership agreement with the Los Padres National
Forest and is contracting with Mountain Heritage
Associates to create a comprehensive management
plan for the area with input from the Salinan tribes,
recreational users, and the local community.

Celebrate Springtime at the Indians and its
unique ethno-cultural landscape. For further in-
formation contact Dennis@ventanawild.org.
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Expansion
at FHL Averted!

Earlier this year we received the excellent
news that Fort Hunter Liggett will not be ex-
panded to base a Brigade Combat Team as part of
the Grow the Army plan. The proposal would
have based up to 5,000 combat ready soldiers at
FHL plus as many as 12,000 Army family mem-
bers relocating to the King City/Paso Robles
Highway 101 corridor. The VWA was the only
local conservation organization that led objec-
tions to the Army s proposal. The VWA submitted
comments to the Army in defense of wilderness
values for the adjacent Ventana and Silver Peak
Wilderness Areas. Evidentially our Congressman,
and wilderness champion, Sam Farr convinced
the army that FHL was the wrong place for such
asigni cant expansion. Thanks Sam! [ L

The mission of the

Ventana Wilderness Alliance

is to protect, preserve, and restore the
wilderness qualities and biodiversity of

the public lands within California’s northern
Santa Lucia Mountains and Big Sur coast.

Natural beauty abounds in the Milpitas SIA.

Photo: Dennis Palm







