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HANDBOOK FOR CAMPERS IN THE NATIONAL
FORESTS IN CALIFORNIA.

FOREWORD.

California contains a great number and variety of fine camp-
ing places. Most of these are in the mountains and within the
boundaries of the National Forests. This is an advantage so
far as camping iz concerued, for the development of the National
Forests, to perpetuate the timber supply and protect stream
flow, has incidentally increased their attractiveness for recrea-
tion purposes. Roads and trails built by the Government are
open to the public and make many regions available for
camping that were formerly inaccessible, Telephone lines built
in order to enahle lookouts to report fireg promptly and the
rangers to summon fire crews without loss of time connect the
most remote portions of the Forests with the outside world and
can be used for the transmission of important private messages.
At many Forest stations campers’ registers are kept for the con-
venience of the publie,

No restrictions on camping are imposed by the Government
except those that a reasonably considerate camper would impose
upon himself. Care with fire is. of course, essential. In some
localities campers are urged to use fireplaces prepared by the
rangers in attractive camping sites; and on one Forest. the
Angeles—because of the extreme inflammability of the cover—
camupers are required to secure permits before building fires.
On all the Forests, without exception, camp fires must be totally
extinguished before being left,

Streams must not be polluted and camps must be kept in
sanitary condition and left in good order. At many camp sites
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the IForest Service provides tools to keep the camp clean and to
cover the camp fire with earth before leaving. These should be
used and afterward replaced.

Saddle and pack animals used by campers may be grazed
without fee. In places where the forage needed by campers’
stock is likely to be consumed by commercial stock grazed under
permit, special pastures are provided for the former,

Firearms® are permitted, and there are no restrictions re-
garding hunting or fishing except those imposed by the State
fish and game laws. In cooperation with the California TIish
and Game Commission, hundreds of mountain streams and
lakes have been stocked with suitable species of game fish,

The best hunting and fishing grounds are known to the local
forest officers, and campers should not hesitate to apply to them
for information.

Maps are published of many of the National Forests, showing
in some detail the roads, {rails, and streams, and giving infor-
mation regarding distances, camping grounds, ete. These maps
may be obtained free on application at any TForest Service office.

Many persons would like to go camping, but do not know
how to get started, where to go, or what to take. It is the pur-
pose of this booklet to furnish general suggestions that may
help such persons to make themselves comfortable in camp. A
camper who has acquired some experience in woodcraft is in a
position to have a much more enjoyable time than one entirely
without knowledge of life in the open and, in addition, to be
a source of protection instead of danger to the Forests.

THE FOREST REGIONS.

The forests in different parts of the State differ greatly in
character. In southern California, even at comparatively high
elevations, the slopes of the mountaing facing the desert carry

1 National Forests should not be confused with national parks. TFire-
arms are prohibited in the latter.
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only the scantiest vegetation, consisting largely of desert
species, only the canyons being shaded by sparse growths of
cottonwood, sycamore, etc. On the other hand, along the north-
ern coast is the redwood forest, one of the densest and most
imposing in all the world., Here the trees reach a height of
more than 300 feet and a diameter of 20 feef, and stand so
close that only ferns and other shade-enduring plants can grow
beneath them. Between these two extremes are all the grada-
tions that make the forests of California =o interesting and
valuable. And since the character of the forest in a particular
region is an index of the camping conditions to be found there,
the prospective camper should know where the different kinds
of forests are located in order to make intelligent selection of
a camping place,

In California the forests are as a general thing confined to the
mountainsg and usually at the middle or higher elevations.
Along the north coast the redwood forests oceur at low altitudes,
put throughout the rest of the State the climatie conditions neces-
sary for the native species are found only in the uplands, and
the character of the forest changes according to the elevation.

The principal mountain chains are the Coast Range, which
roughly parallels the shore line throughout the length of the
State, and the Sierra Nevada Range, which extends two-thirds
the length of the State from the Oregon line southward to the
Tehachapi. Between these ranges lies the great central valley,
the northern end of which is drained by the Sacramento River
and the southern by the San Joaquin. Ifast and south of the
Sierras are the depressions known as the Mojave and Colorado
Deserts, portions of which are below sea level.

The highest and lowest points in the United States are in
(alifornia, only a short distance apart. Death Valley, in Inyo
County, lies 427 feet below sea level, while the summit of Mount
Whitney, a few miles westward. rises from the crest of the
Sierras to a height of 14,502 feet.
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The rain and snow fall occur for the most part during the
winter months. From June to September occasional thunder-
storms occur in the mountains, but they are of short duration;
and it is possible to camp in comfort with only the crudest
shelter. After storms the atmosphere soon becomes dry. and
the summer showers do little toward making the forests less
inflammable,

During the winter the snowfall in parts of the mountains is
extremely heavy.

NATIONAL FORESTS IN CALIFORNIA.

The National Forests in California include within their
houndaries the forests on both slopes of the Sierras from the
Oregon line to the Tehachapi, the Klamath River mountains,
the interior ridges of the northern Coast Range as far south
a8 Lake County, and the coast ranges from near Monterey south-
ward to the Mexican boundary. The coast redwood belt passed
from Government ownership into private hands before Con-
gress authorized the creation of the National Forests.?

Within the National Forests are four principal belts or zones
of forest vegetation which lie, one above the other, on the slopes
of the mountains. At the lowest levels is a noncominercial
forest consisting of white oaks and digger pine growing in
very open stands, with ground cover either of grass or of chap-
arral of various species. In the northern part of the State the

1In order to preserve a portion of the redwood forest for the bLene-
fit of posterity, the State of California purchased from private owners
a tract of redwood in Santa Cruz County known as the Big Basin,
This i managed by a commission appointed by the governor. The
Muir Woods, a small but very wonderful redwood forest on the south-
ern slope of Mount Tamalpais, was donated to the nation as a national
monument by Mr. William Kent. Neither of these tracts is a National
Forest, although the latter iz owned by the Government. They are
managed, not like National Forests, but solely with the view of pre-
gerving and developing their scenic features,
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upper limit of this zone is about 2,000 feet elevation. In the
southern Sierras it extends up to about 4,000 feet, and in
southern California somewhat higher.

Above this foothill zone is the principal belt of commercial
timber. It lies between elevations of 2,000 and 6,000 feet at
the north, gradually increasing in elevation southward. Sugar
pine and yellow pine are its principal species, associated with
incense cedar, Douglas fir, white fir, and a few hardwoods like
black oak at the lower elevations.

A fir zone occurs above the yellow pine, and still higher up
a4 scanty, wind-swept forest of the hardiest alpine species oc-
cupies the more sheltered situations. Timber line is located at
about 9,000 feet. Above this elevation tree growth is prac-
tically absent.

The boundary lines of these zones are not always clearly
defined. Usually there is more or less overlapping where one
belt adjoins another.

For camping purposes the yellow pine-sugar pine forest is the
most popular. It is comparatively accessible; wood, water, and
horse feed are easy to get; and there is plenty of fish and game.
The fir belt also contains delightful camping places and rather
more picturesque scenery than is found at lower. elevations.
The Tahoe region and the Gold Lake country on the Plumas
National Forest are examples of the fir type of forest. The
Calaveras big-tree grove, in the Stanislaus National Forest, is
located in the yellow pine-sugar pine type.

The foothills are attractive only during the rainy season,
being hot, dusty, and lacking water during the summer. And
the high summits are too bleak for anything more than short
mountaineering excursions from camps located at lower levels.

The National Forests in California comprise 20,339.337 acres
of Government land. The private holdings of timberland within
the State are chiefly within or adjacent to the National Forests.
Many owners are cooperating with the Government in protecting
their forests from fire.
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In the southern California Forests are large brush areas,
The chief purpose in protecting these is to conserve the water
supply upon which thousands of acres of valuable land depend
for irrigation. The timbered portions are protected not only
for the sake of the water supply, but also in order to perpetuate
the supply of timber. The stand of timber on Government land
within the National Forests of California amounts to 120,-
000,000,000 feet board measure. It consists chiefly of western
vellow pine, sugar pine, Douglas fir, white and red fir, and
incense cedar.

HOW THE FORESTS ARE ADMINISTERED.

The Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture adminis-
ters the National Forests. It protects them from fire and other
destructive agencies. It builds roads, trails, telephone lines,
bridges, and other works to make them accessible. It conducts
the sale and oversees the cutting of mature timber in accordance
with the principles of forestry. It regulates the grazing of live
stock in a way to improve the range and protect the settler and
home builder from unfair competition in its use. It issues per-
mits for the development of water power and for the construc-
tion of hotels, dwellings, stores, factories, telephone lines, con-
duits, public roads, reservoirs, power transmission lines, and
the like.

The resources of the National Forests are not locked up. The
timber, water, and pasture are for the use of the people, and
the minerals are open to development just as on unreserved
public land.

Each National Forest is in charge of a supervisor, who plans
the work on his Forest under the instructions of the district
forester and supervises its execution. IIis headquarters is lo-
cated in a town conveniently situated with regard to his Forest.
The work on the ground in the supervision of timber sales,
grazing, free use of timber, special use and other contracts and
permits, the carrying out of the protection and improvement
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plans, and other administrative activities ure performed by
rangers. Each Torest is divided iuto ranger districts with a
ranger in charge of each. The average ranger district has about
60.000 acres, but some are much larger,

Receipts from the sale of National IForest resources in Cali-
fornia amount to about $280,000 annually. Twenty-five per cent
of all such receipts go to the counties in which the Forests lie,
tc he used for schools and roads—amounting in this State to
about £65,000 annually; and an additional 10 per cent of the
receipts, amounting to $25,000, is spent on roads and trails
constructed primarily for the benefit of settlers within the
Forests.

Most of the forest rangers are also deputy Stiate game com-
missioners. They assist the California Fish and Game Com-
mission in enforcing the game laws, stocking streams with fish,
and destroyving predatory animals. Nearly S00 mountain lions,
coyvotes, and wildeats are killed in California by forest oflicers
ecach year.

Forest officers extinguish in the average year about 1,100
forest fires in California. Approximately 85 per cent of these
are discovered and controlled before they reach a size of 10
acres. The remaining 15 per cent cause an average loss of more
than $100,000 annually. Practically all the serious fires are
caused by human agency and would not occur if proper precau-
tions were taken by those who cause them. Inexperienced camp
ers are responsible for most of the preventable fires,

INDIVIDUAL NATIONAL FORESTS.

The following are brief descriptions of each of the National
Forests in California. The map on pages 10 and 11 should be
referred to for their location.

KLAMATH NATIONAL FOREST.

The Klamath National Forest contains 1,688,720 acres. It
lies mostly in western Siskiyou County and is drained by the
Klamath River, from which it takes its name. The Klamath
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