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In early August,
Keith Vandevere,
a lifelong explorer
of the Ventana
region, was
offered a seat
on a helicopter
flying over the
Soberanes Fire. He snapped this photograph with his cell phone while approaching
the Ventana Wilderness from the north.
A blackened Green Ridge, where many
homes were lost, is in the foreground.
View more of Keith’s photos along with
week-by-week fire updates at his blog,
Xasáuan Today, an enlightened source of
information regarding the Ventana region
and the historic Soberanes Fire.
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Executive Director’s Message
So much has happened since our last newsletter. Trail crews resurrected major backcountry
arteries, including the long-lost South Fork Trail. The VWA relocated its base of operations
and we reimagined our website. Big Sur was subjected to an unprecedented level of summer visitation. The transfer
of public lands to state and
private interests became an
official component of the GOP
platform. Ringleaders of the
absurd Malheur National
Wildlife Refuge occupation
embarked on a journey
through the criminal justice
system. But mostly, we
watched helplessly as the
Soberanes Fire spread from
Garrapata State Park to
surrounding communities,
destroying homes and scorching private, county and state lands before establishing a
stronghold within the Los Padres National Forest.
In this issue of Ventana Wilderness Watch, we’ll take a long hard look at the fire, how we
got here and how it’s affecting critical stewardship programs and advocacy efforts. Then we’ll
make an evolutionary detour and examine some ecological effects of our Mediterranean fire
regime on local plants and wildlife. Most importantly, we’ll honor the volunteers who are out
there making a difference for public lands and map out some ways we can all bolster their
important work. You may notice some new faces and unfamiliar names in the pages ahead;
we hope you’ll join us in welcoming three new VWA staff members. And be sure to check out
the back cover for some exciting news on how the organization is scaling its capacity to meet
the significant challenges facing our beloved Big Sur backcountry.
As black oak foliage fades to orange, seasonal streams flow once again and fire-scarred
manzanita sprouts anew, we look longingly at maps of our favorite wilderness getaways.
At this writing, the entire Los Padres National Forest Monterey Ranger District is under
strict fire closure (see centerfold map). Much of the Forest will likely remain so well into
2017. Now, more than ever, the wilderness needs us to honor our pledge to be visitors who
do not remain. Too many of us have left more than footprints; massive firefighting efforts
have blackened slopes and scraped ridgetops bare. The land deserves an intermission.
In the meantime, it’s up to us to advocate, educate and activate every resource at our
disposal for the immense restoration effort ahead.
Thanks for keeping it wild,

Mike Splain

I mike@ventanawild.org

The Convergence I

b y M i ke S p l a in

In the winter of 1974, vigorous snowfall blanketed the high country
of the northern Santa Lucia Mountains. Branches shattered under
the weight and accumulated beneath ancient hardwoods. Rain was
scarce in the years that followed. When lightning made landfall in
August of 1977, these tinder-dry ladder fuels ignited amid heavy
winds and a “perfect storm” ensued. The fire burned for weeks,
until nearly 178,000 acres had been consumed. The Marble Cone
Wildland Fire became the largest in California’s recorded history,
at least for a time.
Lightning, though rare on the central coast, also sparked the 1985
Rat Creek-Gorda,1999 Kirk Complex and 2008 Basin Complex fires.
Following these massive events, the vast majority of the Ventana
Wilderness was burned over. In some cases the landscape was
dramatically altered. Nevertheless, within a given acre, fire
generally visited only once or twice in three decades. Topography
and vegetation predictably influenced burn patterns, while wind
and weather had a randomizing effect. Across plant communities
in the Big Sur backcountry, the regularity of fire’s recurrence (fire
return interval) was as varied as the landscape itself.
Prior to human intervention, upland conifers in areas like Big
Pines, North Coast Ridge and Pine Ridge endured frequent low
intensity fires. Here, an estimated 20 years elapsed between
electrical storms that torched underbrush, favored mature
ponderosa pine and incense-cedar, and exposed optimal seedling
habitat. Mid-elevation hardwoods faced variable intervals, dependent on microclimate. But in coastal scrub and chaparral shrub
lands, fire return intervals were often 30 to 150 years. Shrub land
fires tended toward outright stand replacement, characterized by
stump sprouting or complete renewal from a well stocked seed bank.

Nowadays the Los Padres National Forest Plan dictates that
every wildfire must be aggressively suppressed. In many cases
the heavy-handedness of suppression efforts has wrought more
destruction than fire itself. Cabins, ranches and subdivisions
encroach on the wildland urban interface, introducing invasive
plants and accidental ignitions that further interrupt natural fire
regimes. Five years of extreme drought have ravaged the landscape.
Meanwhile, visitation to the Big Sur region has increased dramatically, despite an ever-diminishing budget for visitor education and
law enforcement.
The culmination of this tragic convergence came to fruition in
July, when someone decided to build and then abandon a campfire
in Garrapata State Park. In the days since, the central coast has
endured the costliest wildfire suppression effort in US history.
The Soberanes Fire will burn until it is extinguished by autumn
rains. In the meantime it will continue devouring suppression
dollars by the millions — dollars that could have been spent
proactively managing our precious public lands — dollars that
could have prevented this tragedy.
We can do better. We can train and equip Volunteer Wilderness
Rangers and Trailhead Volunteers to conduct patrols, educate
visitors, and report violations. We can spread the word about
Leave No Trace principles, we can emphasize that camping doesn’t
equal campfire, and we can practice what we preach. But only
agency boots on the ground will prevent a repeat of the disastrous
Soberanes Fire. We must relentlessly demand that elected officials
sufficiently fund agencies like California State Parks and the
US Forest Service. The Big Sur backcountry deserves no less. ■
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Aggressive backfiring operations during the 2008 Basin Complex eliminated much of the upland conifer forest at Big Pines.
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b y R i c h ar d P o p c h a k

On September 2, 2016, US Forest Service Supervisor Robert Baird
signed a Closure Order in response to the growing Soberanes Fire.
This administrative act shut down public access to the entire
Monterey Ranger District of Los Padres National Forest. The
purpose of the closure is to ensure that members of the public are
not injured within the fire perimeter. It also allows the scorched
landscape to begin its healing process and reduces the potential
for another human-caused wildfire.

fire rings and packed out over 600 pounds of trash. We simply
can’t thank these volunteers enough!
With ever-increasing visitation and diminished agency capacity to
engage the public, the VWR program is more important than ever.
It offers direct proof that, with vision, collaboration and good
old-fashioned hard work, we are not powerless in the face of
escalating overuse in Big Sur. The VWA will continue to advocate
for appropriate levels of public education and law enforcement.

Within days it became apparent that many visitors were blatantly
disregarding the “Forest Closed” signs and barriers placed at
trailheads. Not only were people illegally entering the forest, some
visitors were having campfires and using stoves in violation of
Level IV Fire Restrictions. The need for public contact and
education was obvious.
The VWA petitioned the Forest Service to permit uniformed
Volunteer Wilderness Rangers (VWRs) to patrol the front and
backcountry outside the fire perimeter. The agency agreed that
this was necessary and established ground rules governing where
the Rangers could patrol and what work they could perform. On
September 10, volunteers were back in action performing this
essential public service.

T H A N K S

to the following donors for making the VWR program possible:

Fernandez Pave the Way Foundation
National Forest Foundation
National Wilderness Stewardship Alliance
Steve and Beth Benoit
Bobby and Kim Chi Steger
Francis Toldi

Over the past year the Rangers have completed an incredible
amount of work and contributed nearly 1,900 hours of service.
They made contact with 2,285 visitors, imparting fire safety and
Leave No Trace information. They also removed 173 inappropriate
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Being a VWR involves hard work. But oh the views!

VWR Beth Benoit removing
barbed wire at Buckeye Camp.

VWR Esperanza Hernandez about to
patrol the Salmon Creek and Spruce
Creek trails.

One would think that the hundreds of millions of dollars spent
suppressing the Soberanes Fire would spark immediate and
profound action by elected officials, public land management
agencies and the community. We’re not holding our breath. Instead,
we’re taking the most effective form of action by getting boots on the
ground and directly engaging the public in a positive and friendly
way. You can help by joining the Ventana Wilderness Alliance and by
renewing your membership. You can make a donation to specifically
help fund the Ranger program. If you are interested in becoming
a VWR, please join a VWA Trail Crew outing (once volunteer crews
are permitted back into the forest). Participation in Trail Crew
outings is the first step in the process that we use to identify and vet
potential Rangers. ■

Trail Projects Will Continue
b y Trevor W illi ts
Autumn can be an especially challenging time for trail
restoration efforts. The days grow shorter, while months with
no measurable rainfall have reduced many springs to a trickle.
And then there’s the fire. The VWA made every effort to be as
proactive as possible in planning the 2016 – 2017 field season,
but all the planning in the world could not have prepared us
for the Soberanes Fire. At this point there’s no telling when
volunteer Trail Crews will be permitted back into the Ventana
or Silver Peak wilderness areas.
Nevertheless, an ambitious trail program is still underway,
thanks to a prior arrangement with the US Forest Service and
contract crews from American Conservation Experience (ACE)
and AmeriCorps. This field season will focus on projects within
the Silver Peak, Cone Peak, Tassajara and Big Sur River trail
networks. Only the latter is within the Soberanes Fire containment perimeter. With no guaranteed support from volunteers
or US Forest Service fire personnel, logistical challenges will
abound; but make no mistake about it, trail projects will continue.
CONE PEAK NETWORK I The season will begin with a single
12-person ACE crew stationed in the backcountry at Vicente
Flat Camp. The crew will focus on brushing and repairing a slide
along the Kirk Creek Trail, with the possible addition of spot

AmeriCorps NCCC volunteers pause for a photo with a backpacker on the Kirk
Creek Trail.

maintenance along the Stone Ridge Trail. This important work is
made possible with a grant from the Patterson Family Foundation.
TASSAJARA NETWORK I Once again, the VWA has been awarded
an AmeriCorps National Civilian Conservation Corps (NCCC) team,
which we will host for a period of six weeks. AmeriCorps team
members are often new to trail work; but with proper guidance,
these young people can make a big difference for our public trails.
The team will be stationed at the Arroyo Seco Gorge area, which
will serve as a base of operations for restoration of the northern
Santa Lucia Trail. Big thanks to AmeriCorps NCCC and the
Ventana Trails Forever fund at the Community Foundation
for Monterey County for making this project possible.
SILVER PEAK NETWORK I Building on 2015 – 2016
accomplishments, five 12-person ACE crew hitches will
continue working in the Silver Peak Wilderness. Crew
objectives include repairing stock damage to the Cruikshank
Trail, completing restoration of the southern Buckeye Trail,
and starting work on the lower Salmon Creek Trail. These
projects, funded by Sean and Alexandra Parker (Neraida,
LLC), Tom and Julie Anne Hopkins, and the National Forest
Foundation, will be underway between January and March
of 2017.
BIG SUR RIVER NETWORK I Attendees at the last VWA
gathering learned about a generous grant from REI to support
restoration of the iconic Pine Ridge Trail. The ideal plan is to
fund three 12-person ACE crew hitches stationed at Divide
Camp, beginning in late March of 2017. This will of course be
contingent on existing conditions since the trail is entirely
within the Soberanes Fire perimeter. Stay tuned for updates
on this important project as the season progresses. Many
thanks to REI for this much-needed funding, and to National
Forest Foundation for providing a matching award that
literally doubles its impact. ■
Philip Watkins of REI (right) presents VWA Trail Crew Chief Betsy
MacGowan with a check for $20,000 which will fund ACE crew hitches
on the upper Pine Ridge Trail.
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1. POINT OF ORIGIN I The fire was first reported on Friday,
July 22 near the Soberanes Canyon Trail in Garrapata State 		
Park, near the northwest corner of this map.

3. COMPLETED LINE I Much of this constitutes the Soberanes
Fire’s boundaries but some of this line, especially just east of
the North Coast Ridge and surrounding Tassajara Road, is
actually the result of backfiring operations.

I
V o l u m e

4. FIRE CLOSURE AREA I The entire Los Padres National Forest
Monterey Ranger District is closed to public entry. Please stay
safe and help firefighters wrap up this incident by observing
the closure order.

W A T C H

2. UNCONTROLLED FIRE EDGE I Red lines demarcate the
remaining active fire fronts as of October 6. All are deep
within the Ventana Wilderness.

W I L D E R N E S S

This public information map issued by the US Forest Service is
just one example of the ongoing cartography efforts of Incident
Management teams throughout the Soberanes Fire’s 12 weeks,
132,000 acres and counting. Notable features include:

V E N T A N A

Soberanes Fire Perimeter, October 6, 2016
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Youth Will Be Served I

I

V o l u m e

By way of introduction, my name is Toan Do and I am honored to
step into the role of Youth in Wilderness Program Manager. I am
excited about this opportunity and amazed at the program’s
accomplishments, thanks to the excellent work of my predecessors.
Please join me in thanking Bryce for his outstanding leadership in
the office, in the classroom and in the field.
Connecting young people from the region to their public wildlands
is what we do. 2016 has been a year of unprecedented success.
In 2015, YiW served a total of 426 students on 18 outings. This year,
with the fall field season just starting, YiW has already served 423
students on 16 outings. I will work closely with Bryce and Lead
Field Instructor Francisco Guzman to leverage their knowledge
and experience to maintain the program’s momentum.
Funding the program is a never-ending effort. Thankfully, I enjoy
learning the art of fundraising. YiW extends its appreciation to all
of our supporters. Your membership in the VWA is important. Please
see below for a list of organizations and individuals who have
T H A N K S

to the following major funders for making
the Youth in Wilderness program possible:
Alexander P. Saxton Trust One
Arkay Foundation
The McKay Fund at Community Foundation for Monterey County
The Dean Witter Foundation
Farrell/Allen Carmel Rotary Fund at the Community Foundation
for Monterey County
Fernandez Pave the Way Foundation
Monterey Peninsula Foundation
The North Face Explore Fund
Pebble Beach Company Foundation
Rancho Cielo Youth Campus
Save the Redwoods League
Paul and Margaret Danielson
Tom and Julie Anne Hopkins
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b y To a n D o

Change is in the air this autumn and the VWA’s Youth in Wilderness
(YiW) program is embracing it. For starters, Bryce Winter has moved
on from the YiW Program Manager position to pursue stewardship
opportunities with the Landels-Hill Big Creek Reserve and the
VWA Volunteer Wilderness Ranger program. Bryce will, however,
remain active in the YiW program, both as a Field Instructor and in
an advisory role as I learn the ropes.

M A N Y

1 7

provided major program
funding over the past two
years. We are honored
that so many local
grantmaking entities
have seen fit to support
our work.
Of course, our biggest
challenge this year is the
Soberanes Fire. The fire
has presented significant
Captain Cooper School students exploring
challenges for YiW.
Andrew Molera State Park.
		
The recovering outdoor
classroom that is so important to our mission — to educate, motivate,
and inspire future generations of central California’s wilderness
stewards and advocates — has been closed to the visiting public.
As such, our adaptability and flexibility is put to the test as we work
collaboratively to find alternative wild places to take our students.
Yet this adaptation has also presented opportunities as we forge new
partnerships with like-minded institutions and organizations. We
have turned to allies in the region who manage lands that might be
suitable for our unique brand of youth outdoor education. We look
forward to cultivating new partnerships and expressing our gratitude
in future communications.
Despite the challenges that force us to change and adapt, we
continue to learn, improve, and forge ahead. The goal remains the
same: to provide central California youth with access to public lands
and to educate them about why these lands — their lands — need
their protection. As always, thank you all for your continued support. ■

Warner Davis Community School students and their teacher
Christian Lamonea (at far right) take a break on the Cruikshank Trail.

Fire Ecology in the Santa Lucia Range I
Evidence of past wildfires prevails throughout the Santa Lucia
Range, where periodic burning has shaped the landscape for
millennia. Along wilderness trails this evidence is revealed as
scars on massive redwoods, charred snags dotting ridgelines, a
patchwork of new growth in coastal scrub, and stunning arrays of
fire-following wildflowers. The effects of fire on a landscape are
not uniform and burn severity is influenced by topography, wind,
humidity, vegetation and understory fuels. In steep terrain some
slopes are lightly touched by surface fires, while others endure

by Amy Patten

During fires wildlife mortality is often surprisingly low. Small
mammals, reptiles and amphibians take refuge in burrows, logs
and outcroppings. Large mammals and birds typically evade all but
the fastest moving burns. Animals like woodrats and rabbits, with
limited mobility and small home ranges, suffer the highest mortality
rates. Fire can actually improve reptile and bird habitat and is
especially beneficial for those that bask or hunt in edges and
clearings, like western fence lizards or red-tailed hawks. Numerous
species depend on tree cavities for roosting, nesting or foraging.
Bats, squirrels, woodpeckers and others benefit
from the creation of new snags. However, loss of
canopy cover is detrimental to fish, amphibians and
understory birds, which generally move on until
regrowth returns the safety of shade and shelter.
Timing and seasonality are crucial. While periodic
fires may yield habitat benefits, human-caused
events like the Soberanes Fire often burn with
a frequency and intensity far beyond natural fire
regimes. Frequent burns may lead to habitat loss
and colonization by invasive species. Sensitive
species with narrow habitat requirements may
not recolonize. For instance, the Chimney Fire
may have eliminated the unsilvered fritillary
(a rare butterfly) from the southern Santa Lucias.
Large oaks and conifers can perish in crown fires,
while younger trees may not mature to seed the
next generation. Left unchecked, accidental
ignitions could pave the way for a very different
Santa Lucia Range. ■

Myxomphalia maura is commonly found fruiting in ash after montane
forest fires.

high-intensity, stand-replacing burns. A mosaic of patchy, diverse
plant and animal communities is left behind.

Plants are not the only fire followers. The central coast is home
to fire-loving fungi as well. Morels, although rare here, are far
more abundant in recently burned forests. Clusters of inconspicuous brown Myxomphalia maura and smooth, ochre-colored
Crassisporium funariophilum are commonly found fruiting in
ash after montane fires. Pyronema produces dazzling orange
masses over burnt soil and charred wood. Mycelia, the fungi’s
root-like subsurface vegetative structures, may help to stave off
erosion and return nutrients to the soil following wildfires.

Photo: Amy Patten

Native plants employ several strategies to respond to wildfires,
with many species thriving in post-burn landscapes. Many
chaparral plants, including bush poppy and ceanothus, produce
large seed banks early in life, which remain dormant until heat,
smoke or chemical cues from ash prompt them to germinate.
After fire destroys above-ground vegetation, perennial shrubs like
yerba santa and toyon quickly resprout from underground roots
or burls. Conifers generally benefit from surface fires. For some,
heat opens cones, while for others, removal of the understory
induces seedling germination.

Amphibians, such as the Sierran Treefrog (Pseudacris sierra), are often
aversely affected by the loss of canopy cover resulting from wildfires.
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Volunteers are the heart and soul of the Ventana Wilderness Alliance. They always have been. It started with the vision and wisdom of
the founders and continues to this day with over 250 passionate volunteers giving their time and expertise over the past year to ensure
that the Big Sur backcountry is carefully protected, thoughtfully managed, and rightfully celebrated. Our heartfelt thanks to each and
every person listed below.
Jana Nason
David Jacobs
Karen Dean
Kimberly Smith
Stuart Abel
Nikki Nedeff
Rick Jacobsen
Bruce Delgado
Leland Smith
Miranda Aguilar
Josh Neiman
Cormac Martinez del Rio Gordon Johnson
Alina Sobbota
William Akey
Dave Nelson
Tamara Jones
Ian DeVille
Evan Sparling
Alex Alvarez
Hall Newbegin
Michael Kauffmann
Nelson Diaz
Terry Spitz
Najla Anthony
Thomas Ng
Obi Kaufmann
Peggy Dilfer
Mike Splain
Elana Armstrong
Steven Nguyen
Vince Kelsey
Kara Downey
Ann Stallard
Alan Baldwin
Claire Northall
Matt Kendall
Marc Eldridge
Bob Stallard
Lauren Barkley
John O’Mara
John Kenny
Carol Epp
Bobby Steger
Kurtis Barth
Katharine Orchard
Lyla Khan
Maria Ferdin
Kim Chi Steger
Katy Bartzokis
Dennis Palm
Tom Killion
Andrea Fieber
Ken Stewart
Rosalyn Bathrick
Leor
Pantilat
Jacob
Koff
Alan
Fisk-Williams
Brian Stratman
Luke Beaton
Robert Parks
Ellen Korstanje
Erika Flickner
Christine Ta
Roger Beaudoin
Gary Patton
Robert Korstanje
Sandra Flores
Nicholas Ta
Victor Beaudoin
Spencer Peak
Dave Knapp
Sam Foster
Debe Taylor
Beth Benoit
Hannah Pelletier
Duke Krenkel
Dennis Franklin
Ken Taylor
Steve Benoit
Bryan Pelton
Jeff Kuyper
Kirby Franklin
Elizabeth Thomas
Carrie Beyer
Oakley Pelton
Kerr L
Marta Franklin
Donna Tran
Tim Bills
Homer Pena
Christian Lamonea
Haley Fuller
Alyssa Traube
Bill Blue
Gina Peters
David Lautzenheiser
Erik Gandolfi
Chuck Tremper
Allison Brown
Liz
Pham
Jean LeBlanc
Paul Garneau
Johnathon Turner
Al Budris
Brendan Pitts
Laurel Levin
Loraine Gatlain
Elizabeth Turner-Fox
Richard Burton
Sonia Plageman
Stirling Gerbic-Forsyth Christina Lew
Lois Van Buren
Anne Canright
Joseph Preyer
Vince Lewis
Jack Glendening
Keith Vandevere
Stuart Carlson
Kevin Price
Jon Libby
Paul Gollien
MaryAnn Vasconcellos
Gabrielle Carroll
Alexis Prieto
Josie Lisk
Shawn Gould
Rodrigo Vasquez
Pepper Carroll-Splain
John Radford
Kirsten Liske
Charles Grabrel
Kristen Vega
Sean Carroll
Joe Radoslovich
Chris Looney
Cindy Grall
Francesca Verdier
Lise Carter
Darcey
Rambach
Caitlin
Lorenc
Mike Grall
Dustin Vereker
Cameron Chabre
Whit Rambach
Chris Lorenc
Carol Greenstreet
Omar Vigil
Ben Christensen
Sean Reidy
Debi Lorenc
Franco Guzman
Bill Vogt
Bill Clark
Paige Reisman
Saskia Lucas
Travis Hanson
David Wachtel
Chris Cleary
Ellen Reyes
Betsy MacGowan
Jenna Hartley
Chris Wahl
Justin Cogley
Julianne Rhodes
Jorge Maldonado
Dawn Hartsock
Susan Wallace
Bailey Coe
Alan Robertson
Dario Malengo
Mizuki Hasegawa
Karen Ward
Aaron Cole
Jorge Robinson
Gus Martinez
Liam Headley
Kennan Ward
Bryan Conant
Josh
Rude
Mark
Maslow
Mike Heard
Al Washburn
Lucy Conklin
Pete Saavedra
Dottie Massey
Daniel Hedden
Philip Watkins
Flora Cordoleani
Will Salmon
Randy May
Elmer Hernandez
Amanda Waymire
Jacob Covington
Matthew Salyer
Paul McFarland
Esperanza Hernandez
Megan Westersund
Kailey Cox
Jose Sanchez
Alec McKee
Kristen Hernandez
Derek Williams
Dylan Craig
Katharine McKinney
Rigoberto Hernandez
Sarah Wilson-Black
Grace Craig
Pov Seng
Bruce Merchant
Jennifer Hewitt
Lynnelle Wing
Heather Craig
Sharol Sevilla
Greg Meyer
Todd Hewitt
Bryce Winter
Michelle Craig
Julia Sharp
Luna
Miller
John Hickey
Michael Wolfe
Kevin Critchlow
Hanna Sheldon
Levi Mitsushimi
David Hirsch
Tracy Wood
Kate Cunningham
Kalani Shen
Lorin Moll
Gregory Hoisington
Sinuhe Xavier
Chelsea Curtin
Mia Shimizu
Patricia Moll
Heidi Hopkins
JT Yeh
Paul Danielson
Ying Shiroma
Ryan Morris
Julie Anne Hopkins
Natalie Zayas-Delgado
Bob Dawson
Burkhard Siedhoff
Lynn Moncher
Tom Hopkins
June Dawson
Vince Silva
10 Chris Day
Tom Murphey
Boon Hughey
Daniel Simoni

Jack Glendening Honors Paul Danielson
with $94K Gift to Ventana Trails Forever Fund
Jack Glendening and Paul Danielson greatly enjoyed exploring the Big Sur backcountry together, sharing a love of
adventure and an appreciation of Ventana history. In their six years as hiking companions, they went to places in the
Ventana and Silver Peak wilderness areas that few have seen.
When Paul passed away in March of 2016, Jack decided that he wanted to do something appropriate to honor him. Paul
was active in the initial Ventana Trails Forever (VTF) campaign and it remained important to him, so Jack told Paul’s
family that he wanted to make a special VTF donation. Both Paul and Jack had already made VTF donations and by
coincidence their names came to be engraved on the same tile on the plaque which acknowledges these gifts at Big Sur
Station. Jack decided to make a donation which,
when added to their previous gifts, would move
the tile bearing both names to the highest
level, which memorializes donors making gifts
of $50,000 or more.
This thoughtful and generous gift will be used
to maintain and restore the trail network of
the Ventana region now and in perpetuity. Per
the Ventana Trails Forever campaign guidelines,
80% of Jack’s gift will be placed in a restricted
use fund at the Community Foundation which
yields annual disbursements. The remaining
20% of the gift will be immediately applied to
trail projects in 2017.
Please join the VWA board, staff and membership in thanking Jack for making such a kind
gift out of love and respect for his departed
hiking comrade. ■
Jack Glendening (left) and Paul Danielson at Terrace
Creek Camp.

Please Support VWA Through Monterey County Gives!
The Ventana Wilderness Alliance is honored to be a part of the 2016 Monterey County Gives! campaign. Established by the
Monterey County Weekly and the Community Foundation for Monterey County, this year-end fundraising effort benefits the VWA
because your donation is matched by a challenge grant and a matching grant from the campaign organizers.
This year’s Big Idea is to keep the Big Sur backcountry fire-safe, trash-free and wild by training, equipping and deploying Volunteer
Wilderness Rangers.

We hope that folks like you who love wilderness
and appreciate the work of the VWA will support us at Monterey County Gives!
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Scaling for Sustainability
The Ventana Wilderness Alliance signed its non-profit articles of incorporation back in 2000. The objective was to identify unprotected federal
lands with wilderness character throughout the Big Sur backcountry and advocate for their addition to the Ventana and Silver Peak wilderness
areas. With the success of that campaign, the organization turned its attention to stewardship programs to benefit wilderness, old and new.
For many years, trail restoration efforts and targeted projects like marijuana growsite clean-ups were conceived, coordinated and completed on
an all-volunteer basis. But with ever more complex operations underway, trained, outfitted volunteers and skilled contractors became essential
and the eventual move to paid staff was inescapable. Outreach and fundraising needs associated with the 2008 Indians and Basin Complex fires
sealed the deal and the VWA hired its first Communications and Development Director that summer.
In 2010 we added an Executive Director. For years, these were
the VWA’s only core staff positions, despite a steadily multiplying
workload. Sequestered in a tiny office with ever-increasing foot
traffic, burnout became an impending dilemma. To further
complicate matters, time spent on logistical minutia was
undermining opportunities to identify grantmakers, expand
programs and meet with donors. Something had to give.
The VWA Board of Directors responded with a plan we’re calling
Scaling for Sustainability, and it’s already underway. There’s
more to come, but so far the VWA has relocated to a larger office
and recruited three highly skilled staff members. It’s with great
relief that we welcome Youth in Wilderness Program Manager
Toan Do, Stewardship Program Coordinator Trevor Willits, and
Administrative Assistant Amy Patten. With Amy, Trevor and Toan
on the team, we look forward to an especially productive year
ahead. As always, thanks to your support, we’ll continue to
champion the lands we love. ■
The VWA staff (from left to right): Mike Splain, Toan Do,
Trevor Willits, Amy Patten, Pepper, Richard Popchak

